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May 2017 Newsletter

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s),
As usual, the staff and students at St. Augustine Catholic Elementary School seem to be getting
busier towards the end of the school year. The month of May is filled with activities for the entire
school community. Please refer to the calendar enclosed in the newsletter for information about
upcoming events.
Next week marks the beginning of Catholic Education Week with a number of activities being
planned at St. Augustine CES. A newswire announcement has already been sent outlining all the
upcoming events. Parents are reminded that our open house will occur on Monday morning and
Thursday afternoon. Mass is being celebrated in our gymnasium on Wednesday morning with
Father John Redmond. As with past practice, our Mission Day will be held during Catholic
Education Week on Friday afternoon. We also have several evening events which includes the
Folk Dance Festival and Welcome to Kindergarten. I know that the students are eager to have the
opportunity to share some of the projects and activities they’ve been working on. We hope that
you are able to join us for some of these exciting events.
Please keep our Grade Seven students in your prayers this month as they receive the Sacrament of
confirmation on Thursday May 25th at 7:00 p.m. St. Gregory Church. The students and their
teachers have been hard at work, getting ready for this event in collaboration with Father John
Redmond. In keeping with our System Pastoral Plan, we have our ark displayed in our front foyer
in which we reinforce the them that we are “People of Hope.” Please be sure to look for our “ark”
in the display case in the front foyer when you visit our school.
In addition, take a moment to keep our students in your thoughts as they prepare for and write the
EQAO provincial assessment later this month as well as a number of other assessments (CCAT in
grade 4 and CAT-4 in grade 7). Throughout the year our students have experienced and
experimented with their learning. Wish them well with these opportunities to demonstrate their
learning.
I would like to thank all of you who have been able to volunteer at St. Augustine CES this year.
Our school continues to be able to run many additional programs because of the excellent response
we get when looking for volunteers. Thank you for your continued support of St. Augustine CES!
Yours truly,
Terri-Lynn Geisel
Principal

Important Dates In May
May 1 to 5 Catholic Education Week Activities—communicated via newswire already
May 2-Book Character Day
May 3—12:45 Easter/Marion Mass and Volunteer Recognition
May 5—12:45 –2:30 pm Mission Day
May 8 to 12— CAT 4 Testing for Grade 7’s
May 18 -Spiritwear Day
4:00—8:00 pm St. Augustine CES 25th Anniversary Celebration
May 19—Gr 4-8 School Track and Field Meet at Mons Doyle CSS
May 22—Victoria Day Holiday -No School
May 23—Grade 3 EQAO Testing begins
May 25 - Gr 7 and 8 Immunization
- 7:00 pm Grade 7 Confirmation at St. Gregory Church
May 29—-June 1—Grade 6 EQAO Testing begins
June 2—PA Day—No school

ST. AUGUSTINE CES BOOK FAIR 2017
Come One! Come All! Too the Scholastic Book Fair ! Arr! Matey!
Where books are treasures! For Everyone to Enjoy!
The Scholastic Book Fair is coming to our school! What better way to promote reading to
our students than by supporting this important literary event.
You’ll find hundreds of quality books at our Book Fair with a wide assortment for all reading
levels. Visit the Scholastic Book Fairs website at www.scholastic.ca/bookfairs to get more
detailed information about these books.
When: Friday May 12 – Friday May 19, 2017
Time: 9:00 a.m. –11:15 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Open: Morning and Afternoon Recess- students can come to purchase books.
Family Event Night: May 18, 2017 – 4:00pm – 8:00pm
Location: St. Augustine Library

Warm Weather Clothing Reminder
As we begin to enjoy the warmer spring and summer-like weather, we would like to
remind students about wearing appropriate clothing during the remaining months.
At St. Augustine, we ask that students dress in a manner that is clean, modest and presentable. As
such, Gr 4-8 students are reminded that they are not permitted to wear clothing which allows for
any inappropriate body exposure, spaghetti strap tops, tube tops, cut-off jeans, shorts with a
length less than mid-thigh, cut-off t-shirts, large mesh t-shirts, or any clothing with slogans which
are contrary to the values we teach in a Catholic school. Clothing should reflect the fact that
students are at school to “work at learning” in a Christian environment.

Mission Day is Friday May 5th from 12:45—2:30 p.m.
We are looking forward to having fun and raising some money to help Ronald McDonald
House and Kidsability once again this year!
The afternoon promises to be packed with activities for those of every age.
Please note: Tickets will be sold 4 for $1.00 during the week leading up to Mission Day. Activities will not accept
money. Tickets will only be accepted, classes will not have cash. A ticket booth will be available the day of, but
advance purchases are highly recommended so that your time that day can be spent enjoying activities instead of
standing in line purchasing tickets.
Basket winners will be announced at 2:30 p.m. on Mission Day.
Parents, siblings, extended family members and friends are always welcome to join us for the
activities, to volunteer during Mission Day or to assist through donations.

SAVE THE DATE
Sunday June 11TH, 2017
ST. GREGORY’S PARISH is celebrating 50 years in the community.
There is an 11 am mass with the Bishop
followed by an outdoor celebration
with a BBQ and games for the children.
Our own St. Augustine Choir will be performing.
This event is sponsored by the church.

Parking Concerns
It has been brought to our attention that at the end of day, some families are parking in the
parking lot on Bismark Drive that is private property, belonging to the home owners in that
complex. Since this is private property, unless you live in the complex, or are visiting a
homeowner in the complex, you should not be parked in this private space. Homeowners are
finding it increasingly difficult and frustrating to enter or exit their homes during these times.
Parking is available on the side streets if you need to find an alternate drop off or pick up
location.

Volunteers do not donate for the fame.
They do not donate for the popularity.
They do not want anything in return.
They are the best people in this world.

We would like to say a special, Thank you very much, to all of our volunteers , for all that you do to
assist our St. Augustine CES students and community.
A special celebration will be held during the Marion Mass on Wed. May 5th to recognize our many
volunteers in a special way.

May’s Math Focus: Representing
Math concepts and procedures can be represented in many different ways. By using a variety of ways to represent a
concept or procedure, students are able to achieve a deeper understanding of the curriculum that they are covering.
Math manipulatives (physical objects students can manipulate to solve math problems) are particularly valuable tools to
allow students to represent their thinking. Manipulatives allow students to explore abstract concepts in a hands-on,
concrete way. A student’s concrete representations can also give the teacher useful insight into the student’s thinking.
Students are able to select an appropriate representation of their mathematical ideas and relationships using:
 physical/concrete/manipulatives
 electronically generated graphs or representations
 mental images
 numerical, representations such as a table of values
 Graphical representations
 scale drawings
 Diagrams
 graphic organizers, such as Venn diagrams
 equations/algebraic expressions/formulas
 Algorithms/logic models
You can help your child at home by asking the following questions:
1. What does this representation tell me?
2. What tool can I use to represent this?
3. Explain why you chose this representation.
4. In what other ways can you represent this problem?

Primary students using coins to model money amounts

Junior students using Geoboards to represent shapes

Junior students using cubes to solve Geometry problems

Coming in June: Communicating
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2
Book Character
Day

3
Swiss Chalet

4

5
Mission Day
12:45 to 2:30

6

11

12

13

Catholic
Education
Week
May 1-5th

12:45 pm Easter/
Marion Mass in
the gym

7

8

9

10
Pizza Day

14

15

16

17
Mr. Sub

21

22
Victoria Day
No school

23

24
Pizza Day

28

29

30

31
Boston Pizza

18
19
Spiritwear Day
25th Anniversary
Grade 4-8
Celebration
School Track and
Field Meet at
Mons Doyle CSS

25
Gr. 7
Confirmation
Mass 7 p.m.

26

20

27

